ARTICLE 41
DURATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGREEMENT
Section 41.01 - Duration. This Agreement supersedes the previous Contract (1983) and all Supplements to it, both National and local, and all other written Agreements or memoranda of understanding and conflicting past practices, between the parties. The terms of this Agreement shall remain in effect for three (3) years from the effective date. The provisions of this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect until a new Agreement goes into effect.

Section 41.02 - Severability. If any provision of this Contract is invalidated by existing or subsequent laws, decisions of the FLRA, the Comptroller General or Courts of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be renegotiated for the purpose of an adequate replacement. All other provisions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 41.03 - Renegotiations.

(1)
If either party subsequently desires to renegotiate this Contract, it shall furnish written notice to the other party not less than sixty (60) days but not more than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date of this Agreement.

(2)
In the event notice (under Section 41.03(1) above) is given by either party, the parties shall begin ground rules negotiations within thirty (30) days from receipt of that notice.

Section 41.04 - Renewal. If neither party desires to renegotiate this Agreement, the parties shall execute new signatures, dates, and any changes required by law or Governmentwide regulation, and the Agreement shall be renewed for a one (1) year period.

Section 41.05 - Amendments. Any amendments to this Agreement shall become a part of this Agreement and subject to expiration on the same date as this Agreement.

Section 41.06 - Distribution.

(1)
Employees. Management shall distribute a copy of this Agreement and all supplements to each employee by the effective date.

(2)
Union. Management shall provide the Union with sufficient copies of the Agreement and all supplements, to meet its needs, e.g., orientation.
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Section 41.07 - Publication. The expenses for publishing and distributing this Agreement shall be paid by the Department. The parties shall jointly edit and format the document, making such changes as shall promote clarity. Within fifteen (15) days of the conclusion of negotiations, the Union shall be provided with a copy of the Agreement on a 5 1/4" floppy disk in WordPerfect 5.0 format.

Section 41.08 - Review and Training. Reasonable official time shall be authorized for review and training on this Agreement in conjunction with the National LMR meetings.
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